
  Pasadena ISD AP English Literature and Composition  

  (AP English IV)   

Summer Reading Assignment 2022 

 
Pasadena ISD understands how important summer is for students to unwind and to regenerate, however, we also understand the need for AP students to 

stay competitive in the academic arena in order to vie for scholarship opportunities and equitable access to select universities. Therefore, in order to instill 

the academic and cultural literacy needed for competency in the AP English Literature and Composition classroom, and in order to help students prepare 

for the AP English Literature and Composition exam, we highly recommend students complete the summer reading outlined below. We want the reading 

to be both enjoyable and valuable, so we are encouraging students to read for pleasure more than one book.   

1. Students will read the novel selected by their AP English Literature teacher and reflect on the reading guide and signposts on p. 2-3. 

2. Although the reading guide and signposts are optional, students will complete a full analysis of the work in class once school begins in the fall.  

3. Students are encouraged to read for pleasure any novel from the AP Literature FRQ 3 Reading List. These lists are compiled from the works’ 

consistent appearance in the AP Literature exam, and by recommendations from College Board consultants in APSIs and various College Board 

events through social media platforms and AP teacher communities. Another great resource for book recommendations for AP Literature is 

GoodReads:  https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/ap-english  

The table below outlines the summer reading expectations for each campus. Students are responsible for purchasing their own books which are available 

at most bookstores like Barnes and Noble, Amazon, Half Price Books, etc. However, some books are available via PDF at https://www.gutenberg.org/ 

and some campuses may have resources available for their students, so contact your campus’ AP teacher for help in accessing those resources.  

Campus Novel / Play Selected Date to complete 

reading: 

Campus Contact 

AP English Literature Teacher 

Lewis Career 

& Technical  

High School  

Student’s choice of: 

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry or  

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller   

First day of 

school.  
DDorn@pasadenaisd.org 

 

Memorial  

High School 

The Road by Cormac McCarthy  First day of 

school.  
EEmmons@pasadenaisd.org 

JaRogers@pasadenaisd.org 

Pasadena 

 High School 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini First day of 

school.  
MQue@pasadenaisd.org 

 

Sam Rayburn  

High School  

Students select one short story of their choice to read. 

1. "Clothes" by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni 

2. "Interpreter of Maladies" by Jhumpa Lahiri 

3. "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" 

by Joyce Carol Oates 

First day of 

school.  
MLArmenta@pasadenaisd.org  

South Houston 

High School  

Vida by Patricia Engel  First day of 

school.  
JMoody1@pasadenaisd.org  

Dobie  

High School  

For the summer of 2022, AP English IV will not have a required assignment. It is our 

hope that our incoming seniors will spend this summer working on college applications, 

applying for scholarships, and reading for pleasure. 

 

Here is a suggested list of works: 

● 1984, G. Orwell 
● Brave New World, A. Huxley 
● Their Eyes Were Watching God, Z. Hurston 
● All Quiet on the Western Front, E. Remarque 
● Things Fall Apart, C. Achebe 
● Heart of Darkness, J. Conrad 
● A Tale of Two Cities, C. Dickens 
● Invisible Man, R. Ellison 
● Lord of the Flies, W. Golding 
● One Hundred Years of Solitude, G. Marquez 
● The Bell Jar, S. Plath 

The Great American Read: 

PBS is hosting a program called The Great American Read. You can read about the 100 

books nominated by following the link below. This may serve as a great jumping off 

point to find awesome books to read this summer. 

http://www.pbs.org/the-great-american-read/home/ 

 

MAlexander@pasadenaisd.org 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1La1woudVmyaaf7TMFnU1SCximH8Jw3GxB32vFemXtdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1La1woudVmyaaf7TMFnU1SCximH8Jw3GxB32vFemXtdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1La1woudVmyaaf7TMFnU1SCximH8Jw3GxB32vFemXtdk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/ap-english
https://www.gutenberg.org/
mailto:DDorn@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:EEmmons@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:JaRogers@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:MJQue@pasadenaisd.org
https://jerrywbrown.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Chitra-Banerjee-Divakaruni-Clothes.pdf
https://iblit2013.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/lahiri-interpreter-of-maladies-full-text.pdf
https://www.ndsu.edu/pubweb/~cinichol/CreativeWriting/323/WhereAreYouGoing.htm
mailto:MLArmenta@pasadenaisd.org
https://www.amazon.com/Vida-Patricia-Engel/dp/0802170781
mailto:JMoody1@pasadenaisd.org
http://www.pbs.org/the-great-american-read/home/
mailto:MAlexander@pasadenaisd.org


Name ______________________________________ Date ___________________ Per. _________

AP English Literature (AP English IV) Summer Reading Guide 2022

This is an optional reading guide to help you unpack your summer reading.

Title of novel or play: ________________________ Author: _____________Genre / Literary Period: _____________

1. Describe the SETTING of the work. Where does the story take place? What time / period? Where are we?

2. Describe the NARRATOR? Who is telling the story? How does the narrator function in the telling of the story? Is he/she

an observer or a character? Is he/she trustworthy or unreliable? How do you know?

3. Describe the PROTAGONIST. What makes him/her a protagonist? What are some his angsts? What are is favorable

qualities and what are his unfavorable qualities? What does he/she struggle with? How does he/she deal with the

antagonist?

4. Describe the ANTAGONIST. What makes him/her an antagonist? What are some his angsts? What are is favorable

qualities and what are his unfavorable qualities? What does he/she struggle with? How does he/she deal with the

antagonist?

5. What OTHER CHARACTERS begin to evolve? How do they function in the plot?

6. What CONFLICTS do you see that begin to unfold? Inner? External? Human? Non-human?

7. What MAJOR EVENTS begin to shape this narrative? How do these events complicate things?

8. What is the BOILING POINT that bring the action to a climax? What happens? What triggers it?

9. As the result of the boiling point, what EVENTS BEGIN TO UNRAVEL to slow down the pace and begin to resolve some

of the tensions in the work. How do these events help achieve resolution?

10. Describe how the PROTAGONIST CHANGES at the end of the work. How did those changes manifest themselves?

11. Describe how the ANTAGONIST CHANGES at the end of the work. How did those changes manifest themselves?

12. How is this work STRUCTURED? Linear? Non-Linear? In medias Res? Flashback? Framing? Stream of Consciousness?

Epistolary? Etc.

13. What AUTHOR’S CRAFT did you notice?  Imagery, symbolism, allusion, figurative language, tone, etc.?

14. What MEMORABLE QUOTES in this work caught your attention?

15. What are some TOPICS and THEMES addressed in this work?

16. After reading the entire work, what do you think the author was trying to convey about life and the human

condition? That is, what is the MEANING OF THE WORK AS A WHOLE ?

Literary Signposts

As you read your summer text, please consider the reading signposts on the next page and make note of them.



Literary Signposts
(As you read, please consider the following)

Name and Description Clues to Look For Questions to Ask How to
Mark

Contrasts and Contradictions

A sharp contrast between what we
would expect and what we observe the
character doing; behavior that
contradicts previous behavior or
established patterns

A character behaves or
thinks in ways that we
don’t expect, or an
element of a setting is
something we would not
expect

Why would this
character act or feel
this way?

C

Aha Moment

A character’s realization of something
that shifts his actions or understanding
of himself, others, or the world around
him.

Phrases, usually
expressing suddenness,
like:
“Suddenly, I
understood…”
“In an instant, I knew…”

How might this
realization change
things? !

Tough Questions

Questions a character raises that
reveal their inner struggles

Phrases expressing
doubt or confusion:
“What could I possibly
do?”
“How could I ever
understand why she…?”

What does this
question make me
wonder about? ?

Words of the Wiser

The advice or insight a wiser character,
usually older, offers about life.

The main character and
another are usually off by
themselves, in a quiet,
serious moment, and the
wiser figure shares
advice to help the main
character with a problem
or decision

What’s the life lesson
and how might it
affect the character?

“

Again and Again

Events, images, or particular words
that recur over a portion of the novel.

A word is repeated,
sometimes used in an
odd way, over and over
in the story OR an image
reappears several times
over the course of the
story

Why might the author
keep bringing this
up?

⟳

Memory Moment

A recollection by a character that
interrupts the forward progress of the
story

The ongoing flow of the
narrative is interrupted by
a memory that comes to
the character, often
taking several
paragraphs to recount
before we are returned to
present events

Why might this
memory be
important?

🕜


